
   

 

NEWS 
November is coming up and that means the Holiday Season is 
upon us. Along with turkey, giving thanks, football, and 
presents comes an alteration in our distribution schedule. To 
accommodate the holidays and ensure that everyone has food 
for their celebrations, distributions will be on the 1st and 3rd 
Mondays of November and December. Reference the 
upcoming dates in the lower right hand corner. 

 

The Alpine Music Festival was a huge success! We plan to 
make this an annual fundraising event. You can read more 
and see some pictures on page 2. 

 

We know so many of you helped us build our new building, 
which has been up and running for just over a year. By the 
grace of God and all of your help financially, physically, and 
in prayer, we are quickly approaching our full capacity! So, 
we are now looking for a new location, but don’t worry, we 
can take the building with us. Read more on page 7. 

 

Do you have a pet that you are struggling to feed? The Pet 
Food Pantry for Teller County can help. Whether it is a dog or 
a cat, this organization is here to help. Find out more about 
our partnership with the Pet Food Pantry on page 7. 

CLIENT QUOTE 

“Without the Food 
Pantry, I would not be 
able to feed my family 
and meet our other daily 
needs.” 
 
-LCFP Client 
 
*we cite client names only where 
necessary and with written consent 
in order to protect their dignity 
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A LOOK AT THE 

NUMBERS 
A brief 4th quarter look at the 
statistics on food insecurity and 
hunger in Teller County as well as 
what the Food Pantry is doing to 
combat hunger. Page 4. 
 

 

ALPINE MUSIC 

FESTIVAL 
As our first fundraiser of this type, 
not only did we successfully raise 
funds, we had a huge amount of 
fun doing it. 
Page 2. 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION DATES 

October 24th 
November 7th 
November 21st 
December 5th 
December 19th 
January 9th 
January 23rd  
 

Times Slots by Last Name: 
A-H  3:30pm – 4:30 pm 
I-Q  4:30pm – 5:30pm 
R-Z  5:30pm – 6:30pm  

 

*Call if you need an exception 

2016 Operational 
Costs
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THE FIRST ANNUAL ALPINE MUSIC FESTIVAL 
Having taken place on Saturday, August 
27th at the Ute Pass Saddle Club grounds in 
Divide, Colorado, the Alpine Music Festival 
was our first fundraiser of this type and it 
made quite an impact. We featured the 
Flying W Wranglers (returning for AMF 
2017) as our headliners with local and 
near local talent throughout the day.  
 
The Mia Troxell band got things started 
with some fantastic covers and a few 
original songs that definitely belong on the 
radio. As this band gains traction in the Woodland Park area, we look forward to their continued 
growth along the front range and can’t wait to hear them play again at the 2017 Alpine Music 
Festival on July 8th.  
 

Mark Cormican, a John Denver tribute artist, brought a 
huge crowd as he performed the Rocky Mountain 
inspired songs. He even surprised us with an original 
ending to “Puff the Magic Dragon”, which brought tears 
to more than a few sets of eyes. Amidst the songs, 
Cormican demonstrated his true prowess as a performer 
with his well-timed jokes and stories.  
 

The Flying W Wranglers were on point as they took the stage. Every seat filled up, eyes fixed 
on these masterful musicians as they broke out into five part harmonies and brilliant fiddle solos. 
And if their tremendous musical performance was not enough, their hilarious stories certainly filled 
out their set.  
 
Charlie Searle and the Ashtonz finished out the night with a Dance Beneath the Stars, and they 
could certainly get your toes tapping. With thumping bass lines and a fantastic vocalist, the 
Ashtonz kept the energy high. As Searle sang out the pop songs they covered, it was absolutely 
clear that these musicians were born for the stage, providing an exciting finish to a great music 
festival. If your band would like to be considered for the 2017 Alpine Music Festival, please 

contact Ken or Judi Hesselberg, the Director of the Little 
Chapel Food Pantry, at  
(719)322-7610. 
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MORE THAN JUST MUSIC  

Fun for the whole family was the goal of the Alpine Music 

Festival, the primary fundraiser for the Little Chapel Food 

Pantry. With a full carnival tent, numerous vendor booths, and 

outdoor activities, everyone was kept busy. 
 

Beside the eating tents there was a 40’ climbing wall with 

three difficulty levels. For the especially skilled climber, there 

was also the option to race an Airforce Cadet to the top of 

the wall. Beating a cadet was quite a feat as many of them 

are specially trained in rock climbing.  
 

The Cadets were also able to put their rescue and emergency 

medical training to use monitoring the dunk tank. Fortunately, 

despite the numerous dunkings, no one 

required saving. Notably, the one person 

who was never successfully submerged was District Attorney, Dan May. With 

any luck, we may be able to get him to sit for the dunk tank next year to give 

everyone a second chance.  
 

Another crowd favorite, at least of the 

much younger crowd, was the Barrel 

Train. With a miniature railroad 

crossing and an engineer with a real sense of adventure, 

children would load up the barrels and take off. Then they 

would weave and loop-di-loop their way almost a quarter 

of a mile before returning back to the “train station”. 
 

Perhaps the biggest attraction was the Mechanical Bull, although the 10-person black-light laser tag 

was a close second. There seemed always to be a line of people waiting to be 

thrown from the bull. The author of this article, in fact, only lasted 21 seconds 

upon its back, and did not even place in the Mechanical Bull Riding 

Tournament. The first place winner lasted a whopping 31.5 seconds, thus 

securing the prize of a Halo 5: Guardians Edition Xbox One. 
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A LOOK AT THE NUMBERS 
Coming into the fourth quarter, we 
wanted to take this opportunity to 
update everyone on the current statistics 
regarding food insecurity and hunger in 
Teller County and the surrounding areas.  
 
 

 
 

This is what 3,000 people looks like: 

 

 

And the Little Chapel Food Pantry is feeding almost 19% of 

those who are hungry in Teller County.  
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LITTLE PANTRY, BIG IMPACT 

Since opening in 2001, the Little Chapel Food Pantry has expanded from a one room operation 

where church members could help other church members and grown into a 3,360 square foot 

footprint. From one hour after church, it now takes three hours of non-stop distribution and 239 

volunteer hours to accomplish each bi-weekly distribution. 

In the last five years, the Food Pantry has distributed almost 3.5 million pounds of food! This is the 

equivalent of 3,684 average sized African Elephants. 

 

 

 

     The African Elephant has an average weight of 9,500 lbs.  Since 2011, the Food Pantry has distributed the equivalent    
of 3,684 African Elephants in pounds of food. 

AND NONE OF THIS IS POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF 
HELP WE RECEIVE.  

Each year, it takes 
over 6,000 hours of 
volunteer work to 
keep the pantry 
running through 
picking up donations, 
sorting, distributing,                                                                
and fundraising. 

 

THIS YEAR ALONE, THESE VOLUNTEER HOURS HAVE FED 
ALMOST 10,000 PEOPLE IN MORE THAN 3,700 
HOUSEHOLDS. 

 

 
 

We depend on your help to reach all of these 
people and show Christ’s love in action, not only 
physically, but fiscally as well. The operating 
budget for the food pantry is $180,000 per year. 
This pays for the cost of food to supplement the 
food donated to us so that we can feed the more 
than 500 families that come to us each month. 

 

3%

17%

The Food Cost to supplement 
donations is 80% of the 

budget:  $144,000

2016 Operational Cost

Utilities

organizational costs

food

6,451 6,512

7,637 7,985
8,718

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Volunteer Hours

Please consider helping  

the Little Chapel Food Pantry in our 

fight to end hunger in Teller County. 
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VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHT 
We would like to take this opportunity to embarrass 
feature a very special volunteer, Ron D (a.k.a. Spicy 
Blue), whose volunteer service at the Pantry has been 
invaluable. Ron is the coordinator for produce/dairy 
for the distribution twice a month, which means he 
organizes the food and the volunteers in the 
warehouse to make things run smoothly and 
efficiently. Not only that, but he serves as chairman of 
the planning committee for our annual Alpine Music 
Festival!  
 

Ron comes to us with an extensive business 
background, having spent decades cultivating business 
relationships from coast to coast. He retired to the 
mountains, where he is pursuing his higher passion, 
serving God, by using his business acumen to help 
organize and prosper the Little Chapel Food Pantry. 
God has greatly blessed us with bringing Ron to the 
Little Chapel Food Pantry and sharing so much of 
himself with us on a continuing basis. 
 

Our volunteers come from all sorts of different 
backgrounds and each of them brings something 
unique and needed to our organization. So, no matter what your history, we have a place for 
you and your skills at the Little Chapel Food Pantry. 
 

EVERYDAY MIRACLES 
One of the great benefits that we have at our food pantry is the ability to distribute meat and 
other frozen and refrigerated goods to our clients. We are thankful to our donors who have 
given freezers and the money to keep the freezers on so that we can provide these great 
sources of protein. However, every now and again, we neither receive enough donated nor 
have the funds to purchase meats to fill those freezers, and that means we do not have enough 
to distribute to all of the families that come to us. When that happens, we do not distribute the 
meat to anyone so that we can be fair to everyone. On one of those rare occasions, we got to 
see how God uses our donors in surprising ways to support this ministry.  
 

A few days before one such distribution, a rancher’s cow broke its leg. While this was a 
setback for his livelihood, he thought of the Little Chapel Food Pantry. He took that bad 
situation and turned it around by donating the cow to the food pantry. Another donor, hearing 
about the situation, donated the cost of processing the cow for meat. 
 

With hundreds of pounds of hamburger donated through the actions of two separate donors, 
we were able to distribute the much needed protein to over 500 families that distribution. This 
is the sort of story that happens all the time thanks to God using our donors at perfect times. 
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WE LOVE OUR SENIORS! 
People over 60 who 
are living on a fixed 
income sometimes 
struggle the most. That’s 
why we have a very 
special program for our 
seniors that is administered through Care and 
Share and sponsored by the USDA. Any single 
senior 60 and over whose income is $1,287 a 
month or less can qualify for a box of 
specially selected food in addition to their 
regular food boxes from the Pantry. Income 
requirements go up according to the number 
of people in the household. Additionally 
restrictions may apply, call for information. 

PET FOOD PANTRY 
Our furry friends mean a lot to us too. That’s 
why we are so happy that we have been 
able to partner with The Pet Food Pantry and 
give them space at our distributions to deliver 
much-needed food for their beloved animal 
friends. As a separate organization, it 
requires separate paperwork to register. We 
all know that fuel for your vehicle is 
expensive, and that is why we are excited 
that you can feed both 
the people and animals 
of your home in one trip. 
To sign up, just ask for 
Suzanne when you come 
to our distribution.  

NEEDS 

PRAYER 

To our current prayer 
warriors, thank you for 
consistently remembering us in 
prayer. It makes all the 
difference in the world to our 
ministry. To read just one 
instance where God came 
through for us in a huge way, 
read the Everyday Miracles 
section on page 6. 
 

Our continued prayer needs 
are for the safety of our staff 
and volunteers during 
distributions and between, the 
continued and increased 
support of donors as we 
expand our reach to more 
clients, the donation of a new 
property, and that our 
ministry would continue not 
only feeding bodies but 
feeding souls as well. 

VOLUNTEERS 

Thank you to all of our current 
and past volunteers! Our 
distributions are made 
possible only by the effort of 
our dedicated volunteers who 
show up throughout the month 
to collect our donated food, 
transport those donations to 
storage, pack the boxes of 
food for our clients, and carry 
two 45 pound boxes to the 
cars of our clients. It is a huge 
task that they take on and it is 
greatly appreciated.  
 

If you, or anyone you know 
would like to get involved in 
the fight to end hunger in 
Teller County, please contact 
us at (719)322-7610. 

LOCATION 

As we approach the full 
carrying capacity of our new 
building, we are looking for a 
new piece of land that will 
accommodate distribution to 
more than 500 families, and 
rising, each month. With the 
donation of a sizeable 
property, we can begin 
applying for grants to build a 
bigger building that will allow 
the nearly 3/4 million pounds 
of food we distribute each 
year to be stored. 
Additionally, our current 
building may be able to be 
relocated to our new site. 
 

It is our hope that we will be 
able to host our annual 
fundraiser, the Alpine Music 
Festival, at the new site as 
well. 
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NOTE FROM THE DIRECTORS 
Thanksgiving is just around the corner, and we would like to give thanks for the privilege of being a 

part of making Thanksgiving special for hundreds of families in our community. Last year at our 

Thanksgiving Distribution we gave away over 75,000 lbs of food, including a full turkey dinner to 

every family, with all the trimmings, plus the regular food boxes! This year we are on track to give 

away even more, because our numbers keep going up on every distribution day. On Saturday, 

October 15th, we had the additional blessing of being able to invite our clients to come in and 

browse through hundreds of non-food items, including tons of Thanksgiving stuff such as paper 

plates, cups, napkins, tablecloths, and decorations! People were so happy to receive these things to 

make their Thanksgiving extra special. 

Through Care and Share, many of our local businesses are able to donate thousands of pounds of 

food every year to the Food Pantry, plus the occasional bonus of some really fun non-food items 

that we can in turn bless our wonderful food pantry friends with. God has blessed this ministry so 

much: and no matter how many families come through every month, He always provides enough 

food that no one is ever turned away hungry! 

Wouldn’t you love to be a part of blessing all of these struggling families? We welcome your 

donations of food, monetary donations, and volunteer time, and we promise that you will be 

blessed by giving to others. Additionally, if you would like to host a Thanksgiving food drive, but 

don’t know how to get started, give us a call at (719)322-7610 and we would be happy to help. 

ABOUT THE PANTRY 
We are a non-profit organization operating under the 501(c) 3 of Little Chapel of the Hills in 

Divide, Colorado. We are a separate organization from the church, with a separate budget and 

board of Directors, and have been providing supplementary food for people in our community for 

over 15 years. Our motto is “Christ’s Love in Action”. In Matthew 25, Jesus tells us that when we 

feed the hungry and give care to those in need, we are doing these things for Him. In John 3:17-18, 

He says, “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no compassion on 

him, how can the love of God be in Him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue, but 

with ACTION and IN TRUTH.”  

CONTACT 

Phone: (719)322-7610  E-mail: LittleChapelFoodPantry@Outlook.com  

Website: www.LittleChapelFoodPantry.org  www.AlpineMusicFestival.com 

69 County Road 5, Divide, CO 80814 

mailto:LittleChapelFoodPantry@Outlook.com
http://www.littlechapelfoodpantry.org/

